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9:00 Adult Forum: Rev. Richard Feyen: "Spiritual 

But Not Religiousó 

10:30 Worship Service: Rev. Richard Feyen: 
òThe Harmony of Shalomó 

Choir sings 
Youth: Foundations & Synergy 

11:30 Confirmation Class Meets 

*Food Cart  (soup) *  

Services in May: 

30 
 

9:00 Adult Forum: Book discussion, Part 1: The Rape of 

Nanking by Iris Chang 

10:30 Worship Service: Rev. Richard Feyen: 
òA Touch of Divineó 
Choir sings 
Youth: Foundations & Synergy 

*Food Cart *  

Hope HappeningsHope Happenings 

M AY  2010 

Rev. Richard Feyen 

Pastor 

16 RALLY DAY  
 

9:00 Adult Forum: Nancy Apfelroth: "Regime-

Sponsored Murder and Mayhem in the 20th  
Century Part 1: The Holocaustó 

10:30 Worship Service: Rev. Richard Feyen: 
òThat They May All Be Oneó 

Choir Sings 
Youth: Foundations & Synergy 
Tree Planting 

11:30 Confirmation Class Meets 

*Food Cart (personal hygiene items) *  

Hope United Church of Christ, 141 South 12th Avenue , Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin   54235                                    

  Tel: (920)743-2701       Email: hopeucc@hopechurchdc.org    Website: www.hopechurchdc.org                                                                                                           

23 CONFIRMATION DAY  
 

9:00 Adult Forum: Katia Levintova: "Regime-

Sponsored Murder and Mayhem in the 20th  
Century Part 2: Stalinõs Terror-Famineó 

10:30 Worship Service: Rev. Richard Feyen: 
òThe Things We Believeó 
No Choir 
Youth: Foundations & Synergy 

*Food Cart (cereal) *  

2 APPRECIATION DAY  
 

9:00 Adult Forum: Rev. Joan Sheils: "Are You A 

Spiritual Person? How Do You Know?"   

10:30 Worship Service: Rev. Richard Feyen: 
òGod Has Moved Into the Neighborhoodó 
Choir Sings 
Youth: Foundations & Synergy 

*Food Cart (paper goods) *  



to Hope Church as a Deacon.  
We are the folks who light 
the candles and open the 
doors; who turn on the lights 
and make the temperature 
right.  We work with the 
Pastor to design the worship 
experience, and do every-
thing we can to make  
everyone feel welcome.  The 
three-year terms of several 
deacons expire this year, so if 
you have been considering it 
then this is the time.   

Volunteer at Rally Day, talk 
to a deacon, or nominate 
yourself to the Nominating 
Committee.  Hope Church 
needs you! 

Jeff Birch 

There are many important 
Christian holy days in May.  
The first is Ascension Day on 
May 13, forty days after 
Easter.  On that day, Jesus is 
said to have ascended to 
heaven in the presence of 
eleven apostles, and that in 
heaven he sits at the right 
hand of God.   The event is 
remembered in Acts 1:1-11 
where Jesus is taken up bodily 
into heaven after giving the 
Great Commission to òmake 
disciples of all nationsó 
(Matthew 28:19).    

The second holy day is  
Pentecost on May 23.  On 
this day, ten days after the 
Ascension, the Holy Spirit is 
said to have descended upon 

those same apostles and  
appear as tongues of fire 
above their heads and  
empowering them with the 
ability to speak all languages, 
thus enabling them to carry 
out Jesusõ Commission.    

The third is Trinity Sunday, 
one week later on May 30.  
It celebrates the tradition of 
imaging god as òthree in 
one:ó  God, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Thus in this season, the 
beginning of the Christian 
Church is memorialized, and 
the long history that leads to 
us gathering together here is 
begun.   

As Rally Day approaches, we 
hope you will consider service 
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T REE PLANTING  

Celebrating 129 years of 
Life in Community and 
welcoming a New Day, 
New Thoughts, and New 
Strength; we come  
together to renew our 
commitment to each 
other and our church by 
planting a new tree.  We 
will bring soils from our 
own lands and pour them 
together to nourish this 
new life. 

The new tree will be 
planted in the church 
yard on Rally Day,  
May 16.  Let it forever 
symbolize, for us  
and our  
community,  
the enduring strength  
of Godõs love and the  
healing powers  
of faith... and Hope. 

This tree is generously 
donated for our Rally 

Day 2010 celebration by 
Ken Turk in memory of 
his wife, Maureen  
Connolly-Turk. 

The Tree of Love 



FROM  PASTOR  R ICHARD  

PAGE 3 H OPE H APPENINGS ~ MAY  2010 

 . . . of Lilacs and Rhubarb 

òI have never felt so welcomed 
and so accepted, in so short a 
period of time in any church I 
have served.ó I have told that 
to a number of people and it is 
true. It says a lot about who 
Hope Church is as a community, 
a place of welcoming, open  
people, accepting the thoughts 
and dreams of others while 
journeying together respecting 
one anotherõs faith positions. It 
speaks wonderfully of the  
hospitality that is part of who 
we are as a faith community. 

Hospitality is the care of  
others. It is a way of being 
welcoming, connecting, but 
mostly it is a way of offering 
the Spiritual Presence to others. 
That is, it is a way to be the 
presence of God to another 
person or, put another way, it 
is the way we live out the 
teachings of Jesus. It is vital to 
our being a church on the rise 
in this community. We have a 
lot to offer those people who 
venture inside our doors as 

opportunity to be hospitable 
people. In other words it is a 
gift that we offer as we allow 
others to be hospitable to us. 

So as a church what are some 
ways to offer hospitality to 
others? We can work at  
getting to know one another 
better by first sharing some-
thing about yourself. We can 
strike up a conversation with 
someone that you havenõt 
talked to for a while, or greet 
someone that you arenõt sure 
you know. You might just be 
welcoming a visitor. Deepening 
our relationships with one 
another is the most important 
thing we can do as a church. It 
was Parker Palmer who said, 
òrelationshipsñnot facts or 
reasonñare the key to reality. 
By entering those relationships, 
knowledge of reality is 
unlocked.ó 

Blessings to all,    

    

 

visitors, and they have a lot to 
offer us as well. Recognizing 
that reciprocity is very  
important as is recognizing 
that we are not entering into 
any sort of ôquid pro quoõ with 
the visitor. We give of our-
selves without expectation of 
any return. That is hospitality. 

Hospitality is the willingness to 
let oneõs own ôguardõ down in 
order to welcome someone in 
while also giving them the 
space they need to blossom 
and grow. It is as extravagant 
as it is humbling and as cordial 
as it is serious. It means being 
confident about who we are 
and being proud of what we 
have to offer others while  
being gracious in allowing 
others into our midst. 

Real hospitality is not easy. It is 
not easy because it means that 
we must open ourselves up to 
others in ways that may be 
uncomfortable. Yet it is that 
very opening that allows  
others in to care for us which 
gives them as well the  

available time slots and you 
are invited to 
choose one. On 
Mondays and 
Wednesdays I 
will be phoning 

EVERY  M EMBER  V ISIT  

I have started with the visits 
and looking forward to 
meeting with you in a more 
informal way. Remember 
that every week there will be 
a sign ðup sheet with 4 ð 6 

to try to fill times. Thank 
you for your help. 

 Richard 



STEWARDSHIP  
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Stewardship Committee 
Reactivated  

Why:  To assist Hope Church 
(thatõs us!) to achieve our  
personal and community  
visions and missions.  This 
committee will address much 
more than the money matters 
usually associated with Church 
Stewardship.  However, our 
immediate focus is a serious 
shortfall in funding our vision 
and missions. 

Background:  This past  
February, 100% of the 80+ 
members attending a special 
meeting voted to expand our 
vision by increasing our  
spending by about 35%.  
Thatõs the net result of hiring a 
FULL-TIME Pastor which 
was the actual formal motion 
that passed unanimously.  That 
translates to about $800 per 
week of added expenditures 
or approximately $1 per day 
for each supporting member 
and friend of Hope.   

That increase in expenditures 
began the first week in March 
as Reverend Feyen began  
ministering to us on a full-time 
basis.  Please, immediately 
reconsider your level of sharing 
your financial resources with 
Hope Church. 

As a Hope member for less 
than 1 year, I attended the 
Trustees meeting 4/15 to 
observe how our church func-
tions to carry out its missions.  
Among several Hope issues 

affiliated.  Please contact any 
of us with your suggestions 
and/or to join us. 

Action Requested:  Please 
act on the reality that our  
expenditures are up a minimum 
of 35% or $1 per day per  
giving member.  Iõve challenged 
myself by committing to  
increase the sharing of my 
time, talents, and money by at 
least 35% relative to my 2009 
levels beginning January 1, 
2010.  Please consider joining 
me in that commitment to the 
future enhancement and vitality 
of our Hope Community. 

Ken Turk 

 

 

Committee Members: 

Eric Vollrath 
920-746-4463 
e.vollrath@wireforming.com  

Jeff Birch 
920-264-5032 (cell) 
jeff.birch@hughes.net  

Ken Turk 
920-818-0110 
kenturk@charter.net  

 

that affect all of us, refining the 
budget for the July õ10-June 
õ11 fiscal year was one.  I  
marveled at the careful attention 
to each budget line funding 
each mission to accomplish as 
much as possible within a  
reasonable budget.  The 
budget requests by the various 
committees had obviously 
received equal scrutiny prior 
to submittal to the Trustees.  I 
attest that our donations are 
being carefully monitored and 
properly utilized. 

I was thankful for the diligence 
and generosity of Hopeõs 
many committee members 
and a bit sad that some of the 
programs and support they 
provide us comes out of their 
own wallets because budgeted 
funds do not fully cover the 
costs.  We benefit from their 
programs such as: worship, 
education, music, fellowship, 
community, and inspiration to 
serve others.  They inspired 
me to volunteer to be an  
active member of the  
Stewardship Committee.  Eric 
Vollrath and Jeff Birch joined 
me in this commitment.   

Help Us:  We would welcome 
several more active members 
of this committee.  We also 
solicit your ideas as to how we 
might accomplish our goals 
plus input as to what has 
worked and not worked in the 
past relative to stewardship at 
Hope and other Churches in 
which you may have been 



R ALLY  D AY  
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Rally Day -  
May 16th 

The theme for this yearõs 
Rally Day is: New Day ă 
New Thoughts ă New 
Strength!  

Please plan on joining us 
for this special day of  
celebration that looks lift 
up the importance of where 
we are headed as a church. 

¶ The day will include: 

¶ The Planting of a Tree 

¶ A cookout on the lawn 

¶ Talents and Gifts 
Pledges 

¶ Celebration of what we 
bring to our community 

Each Board and Committee 
will have an opportunity to 
have a table where they can 
tell about what they offer 
and how to be part of their 
ministry at Hope. 

All of this is celebrated with 
a cook out, Burgers and 
brats (regular and veggie) 
will be provided by the 
Social Life Committee. 
There will be a sign-up 
sheet for side dishes and 
desserts. 

Join us for this very special 
day! 

¶ Celebration of who we 
are as a church 

¶ Celebration of what 
YOU bring to Hope 
Church 

¶ An opportunity to let it 
be known where you 
would like to serve. 

There is a lot of excitement 
around Hope Church right 
now and we want to lift 
that up and celebrate the 
fact that we have a great 
future ahead of us. You will 
have an opportunity to bring 
your pledge commitment card 
for the new fiscal year, an 
important part of the whole 
day. We canõt make the 
future happen without your 
support and participation. 

T HE  B OARD  OF M ISSION  AND  A CTION  

 

Thank You  

to everyone who donated to  

One Great Hour of Sharing.  

A total of $1523 was collected for the  

United Church of Christ Disaster Fund.  

This year funds were sent for relief in Haiti.  

Thank you also for additional funds  

given to the Adopt -a-Family effort.  

Your generosity helps locally.  

We appreciate you!  



R EPORT  FROM  THE  T RUSTEES: A PRIL  2010  
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The music from the two 
Sunday services yesterday is 
stilling running through my 
head and making it hard to 
concentrate on reporting 
the activities and deliberations 
of the Trustees.  It calms 
the realities of the monthly 
deficit in the March figures 
(see Ron MacLeanõs report 
below), but that may also 
be due to the response of 
people at last Thursdayõs 
meeting.  We discussed 
Hopeõs financial situation 
and how we can support a 
budget that can lead to a 
renewed, confident ministry.  
Three people, Ken Turk, 
Jeff Birch and Erik Vollrath 
volunteered to form a 
Stewardship committee and 
get started on building a 
strong base of income 
through increased pledge 
commitments.  Rally Day 
for pledges and time and 
talent sign-ups is May 16th 
and we want to launch an 
enthusiastic and positive 
response to the future of 
Hope Church.  Join the 

Sunday.  It was dedicated 
to the student aid and 
scholarship fund that the 
Wisconsin Conference of 
the United Church of 
Christ maintains for  
seminary students.  It was 
explained to us that 
since theological 
seminaries are not  
subsidized by taxes,  
financial assistance for  
students must come from 
church sources.  Each year 
there are 30 to 40 seminary 
students supported by our 
conference.  Special offerings 
at Installation and Ordination 
services replenish the  
scholarship and loan funds.  
A very suitable contribution 
we made, donõt you agree? 

Everyone that attends Hope 
Church seemed to be 
swarming around inside 
and outside Hope Church 
this past weekend.  What a 
wonderful, joyful time it 
was.  More to come! 

Betsy Williamson 
Chair, Trustees 

action and share in the fun 
of preparing to make Rally 
Day a celebration of what 
weõve done and what weõd 
like to do. 

The grounds of Hope 
Church were filled with 
busy gardeners on Saturday.  
I counted at least 16 people 
and the results prove it.  It 
was a great day to be out-
side.  Inside the church 
Celeste Munson was busy 
all week.  She and Steve 
Graf made the black drain-
pipe that crossed the  
Fellowship Hall from the 
courtyard to the front  
disappear!  She did some 
touch up painting in the 
courtyard, and, with Jeff 
Hardingõs help, she got 
new blinds up in the two 
offices.  And then she made 
daffodils bloom in the stone
-filled pots to welcome us 
all on Sunday. 

You may be interested in 
knowing about the recipient 
of the collection at Pastor 
Richardõs installation on 

SAVING  JESUS 

current biblical scholars and 
theologians.  The featured  
videos are thought-provoking 
and provide for great discussion. 
All classes begin at 7:00 P.M.   

  May 4 
Who Killed Jesus? 

 

May 11 
The Atonement 

 

May 18 
The Resurrection 

of Christ 
 

May 25 
Why Jesus is  
Worth Saving 

Progressive Christianity: 
�´�6�D�Y�L�Q�J���-�H�V�X�V�µ�����3�D�U�W���� 

The program continues in May, 
and all are welcome to join! If 
you havenõt already, please  
contact Jim Hansen (487-3442) 
to obtain the class materials for 
this exploration of the views of  


