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H O P E Hope Church Worship Service

UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

We are grateful that you chose to worship with us foday. If you are visiting, we extend an
extra warm welcome to you and hope you will relax and enjoy worship! Come forward at
any time during the service to light a prayer [votive] candle on the communion table. Joys &
Concerns are broadcast online so please use discretion when sharing prayer concerns.
Everyone is invited to Fellowship Hall for coffee hour following worship today!

PRELUDE 1 “Trumpet Tune”
Handel, 1685-1759
PRELUDE 2 “Adagio”

Corelli, 1653-1713
WELCOME & GREETING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHORAL INTROIT

*CALL TO WORSHIP

We live in a world that entices us with influence, power, and accolades.
We choose to press on toward the prize of the heavenly call.

Sometimes we find ourselves wishing for heaven without working to bring
heaven to earth. We choose to press on toward the prize of the heavenly call
to live righteously here and now.

Other times, we find ourselves exhausted by working for the gospel,
wondering if anything we do is making a difference.

We remind one another to press on toward the prize of the heavenly call,
leaning on Christ as the source of our perseverance and hope.

Beloved, God calls us not to escape this world but to build the kingdom of
God in this place and in this time.

We choose to press on toward the prize of the heavenly call to embody
God’s mercy and justice as we build God’s kingdom on earth as it is in
heaven.



Opening prayer

This is the place to which you have led us,

Cloud of Grace,

this sacred space

of memories and dreams,

of stories told to children,

of songs sung to you,

of gifts offered to others;

this home we call the church.

Christ of Tenderness, when the foundation of our faith was being dug,
you used a shovel by our side;

when we stumble seeking to follow you, you pick us up;

when the end of the journey seems uncertain, you point us to the right path;
whatever we may face today or in the future, you are with us.
Companion Spirit, bless the people who are with us today:

those who inspire us, and those who irritate us;

those who make us laugh, and those who make us weep;

those whom we have known forever,

and those we have just met; all who gather to be in this place with you.

*HYMN VU #378 “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”
PREPARING THE WAY

BLESSING THE CHILDREN

Go now in peace, Go now in peace.
May the Spirit of Love surround you
Everywhere, everywhere, you may go ... you may go.

FIRST READING: Matthew 21:33-46(The Message)

“Here’s another story. Listen closely. There was once a man, a wealthy
farmer, who planted a vineyard. He fenced it, dug a winepress, put up a
watchtower, then turned it over to the farmhands and went off on a trip.
When it was time to harvest the grapes, he sent his servants back to collect
his profits.

“The farmhands grabbed the first servant and beat him up. The next one
they murdered. They
threw stones at the third but he got away. The owner tried again, sending
more servants. They got the same treatment. The owner was at the end of
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his rope. He decided to send his son. ‘Surely,” he thought, ‘they will respect
my son.’

“But when the farmhands saw the son arrive, they rubbed their hands in
greed. ‘This is the heir!

Let’s kill him and have it all for ourselves.” They grabbed him, threw him out,
and killed him.

“Now, when the owner of the vineyard arrives home from his trip, what do
you think he will do to the farmhandse”

“He'll kil them—a rotten bunch, and good riddance,” they answered. “Then
he'll assign the vineyard to farmhands who will hand over the profits when
it's time.”

Jesus said, “Right—and you can read it for yourselves in your Bibles:

The stone the masons threw out is now the cornerstone.

This is God’s work; we rub our eyes, we can hardly believe it!

“This is the way it is with you. God's kingdom will be taken back from you
and handed over to a people who will live out a kingdom life. Whoever
stumbles on this Stone gets shattered; whoever the Stone falls on gets
smashed.”

When the religious leaders heard this story, they knew it was aimed at them.
They wanted to arrest Jesus and put him in jail, but, infimidated by public
opinion, they held back. Most people held him to be a prophet of God.

CHORAL ANTHEM “Let Us Serve HIM”
Don Besig & Nancy Price (ASCAP)
SECOND READING: Matthew 21:23-32 (The Message)

You can't always get what you want. You can't always get what you want.
You can't always get what you want. But if you try sometimes, well, you
might find You get what you need ~ Mick Jagger..

MESSAGE

A TIME FOR SHARING JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER-SILENT PRAYER
PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY MUSIC “Andante”
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Telemann, 1681-1767

*PRAISE RESPONSE

Praise God whose dawn transfigures night,
Whose daystar shines for us on high.

Whose spirit brings into our sight

The hope, which to our world draws nigh. Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.

All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our
neighbors, today and always.

Amen.

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION

INTRODUCTION
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

You're invited to pray in the spirit of the Lord's Prayer and in your own language, as appropriate.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMN VU #468 “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”
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*ALLELUIA

We join hearts, hands and voices to sing an eight-fold Alleluia. The second time through we
hum the tune and sing the final “Alleluia.”

BENEDICTION

Disciples of Christ, may God bless you with perseverance, that together we
may persist in following the way of Christ toward the heavenly call by
embodying God's mercy and justice here now. Amen.

POSTLUDE “Allegretto”
Purcell, 1650-1695
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To this week’s worship helpers:
Jerry Stephenson — Liturgist
Suzanne Holvenstot - Trustee
Carol Weis and Lynn Brunswick - Deacons
__ l Ricki Mitchell - Nursery
Social Life - Coffee Hour
- Slide Presenter

We truly appreciate each of you!
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Weekly Words of Encouragement

From the Mental Health Committee

Patience in Growth:
Spiritual and emotional growth take time.
Be patient with the process God is working in you.



Our worship services are shared live on Vimeo and are available for viewing on the Internet.
If you do not want your image shown, sit at the rear of the sanctuary or immediately
beneath the camera. If you want to view what is shown, https://vimeo.com/event/4958968

This sanctuary is equipped with Hearing Loop technology. If your hearing
aid has the T-coil feature, activate the T-coil and your hearing aid
becomes a personal receiver, part of the sound system of the church. If
you have trouble hearing our speakers, but don’t have hearing aids or
they're being repaired, you may hear better with Loop headphones. Ask a deacon T
about them or find them in the basket by the Loop sign.

Resources are available to help occupy young children attending Sunday services.
Children’s books and jigsaw puzzles are available on the small bookcase at the far north
wall of the sanctuary. Books, crayons, and coloring sheets are in the "Hope for Kids" busy
bags on the stand in the narthex.

Our Hope nursery is available for children aged five and under. The screening process for
attendants includes a background check and Safe Conduct training.

Pastor: Rev Frank Maxwell 141 S. 12th Avenue
Moderator: Eric Vollrath 2 (M/@ HAre. Sturgeon Bay WI 54235
Choir Director: Mary Hall 2 UNITED CHURCH Phone: 920-743-2701
Organist/Accompanist: Cheryl Pfister S IR www.hopechurchdc.org
AV Manager: Beth Mitchell hopeucc@hopechurchdc.org
Office Manager: Brenda Curtis Hope United Church of Christ

Frank's office hours are
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 10AM to 12PM
His after-hour contact information is
414-308-3478 or frankhmaxwell@gmail.com


https://vimeo.com/event/4958968

EVENTS CALENDAR

Day Date Time Activity/Meeting
Sunday October 4 9:00 AM Adult Forum
10:30 AM Sunday Communion Worship
Led by Rev. Frank Maxwell
and Faith Formation
Tuesday October 6 7:30 AM Rotary Breakfast
Wednesday  October 7 5:30 PM -7:30 PM Hope U
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal
Thursday October 8 8:30 AM Romeos Breakfast @ Sunrise Café
Sunday October 11 10:30 AM Sunday Worship Led by Rev. Frank Maxwell
and Faith Formation
Tuesday October 13 7:30 AM Rotary Breakfast
Wednesday  October 14 3:30 PM Deacons
5:30 PM -7:30 PM Hope U
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal
Thursday October 15 8:30 AM Romeos Breakfast @ Sunrise Café
Saturday October 17 12:00 PM Repair Cafe
Sunday October 18 10:30 AM Sunday Worship Led by Rev. Frank Maxwell
and Faith Formation
Tuesday October 20 7:30 AM Rotary Breakfast
3:30 PM Deacons
5:00 PM Trustees
Wednesday  October 21 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM Hope U
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal
Thursday October 22 8:30 AM Romeos Breakfast @ Sunrise Café
Sunday October 25 10:30 AM Sunday Worship Led by Rev. Frank Maxwell

March of the Goblins
and Faith Formation

Please contact the church office to report calendar corrections, additions, or changes
Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

For PASTORAL CARE EMERGENCIES, please call or text
Frank at 414-308-3478 or email frankhmaxwell@gmail.com



Prayer List

Jana Mitchell Chris (Friend of June K)
Karen Ebbeson Kevin C

George W Suzanne's Family

Lynn K (Friend of Ricki) Theresa (Aunt of Samantha)
Mathew M (Cousin of Ann) Gayla G (Niece of Nancy)
Samuel G (Grandson of Cyndi) Jim A

Darlene P

Everyone in our world who is frightened, losing benefits, and/or grieving

Incarcerated and detained persons
LGBTQ+ youth & adults everywhere
Victims and survivors of gun violence
L.E.A.F. Families
People who are missing or in harm's way

...And especially the family and friends of

Cynthia R (DIL of Imelda)
Adam H
Cal Holvenstot
Jim Ebbeson

Please make a note on a yellow pew card or contact the
church office to update the prayer list.



Hope Church Mission Statement

People come together at Hope Church for the following purposes:

~a— i~

To worship God.
To promote personal and spiritual growth.

To develop a religious community which encourages tolerance and openness of
thought and accepts diversity of thought and action.

To search for meaning in life, and for understanding of ourselves through the
teachings of Jesus and other great teachers.

To understand how all things are related to each other, and to learn how we may
best serve our local community and our world community.

To celebrate with joy, the richness of ourselves and our religious community.
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Hope United Church of Christ (UCC) Relational Covenant Created 1-30-2021

We, of Hope United Church of Christ, make an intentional choice to embrace this
covenant as an essential part of our faith journey. The following are ways in which
we will work together to reach our highest potential as individuals and as

a community.

We aspire to be open, affiming and to encourage everyone to tfravel their
own spiritual path. We are committed to building trust, advocating for
justice, and celebrating diversity.

We treat ourselves and each other with patience and love by listening with
compassion and speaking with authenticity.

We affirm all emotions, take responsibility for our own words and actions, and
trust the good intentions of others.

We affirm that every voice has equal value. In our verbal, written and online
communication (email, texting, Facebook, etc.), we speak directly to any
individual with whom we have a concern in caring, clear, honest, and
respectful ways. Substantive issues that require discussion may be better
handled in-person. We refrain from gossip and honor confidentiality.

We uphold our faith community by participating actively and responsibly in
the decision-making process and work of the church, as we are able. We
reach out to meet the needs of each other and the wider community. We
are accountable to each other.

We create a safe environment for self-disclosure and healthy relationships.
When harm is experienced, we acknowledge it, promptly take responsibility,
and work to make amends. We practice forgiveness and kindness.

Endorsed by Hope UCC Council on February 23, 2021
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Join us after the service today to help
welcome Frank and Mary to
Hope UCC
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